spirit of kinship with all nations, all mankind, character-
istic of our greatest writers from Pushkin to Chekhov.
Along with questions concerning our own Russian society,
they posed questions of human society as a whole as well
as of the rights and duties of the individual. It was just
this quality of Russian literature, especially as expressed
in the works of Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky, that won for it
the admiration and acclaim of the world. Though Gorky
criticised the views of Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky and fun-
damentally disagreed with their ideas as to how human
society was to be refashioned, he always, even in the heat
of argument, recognised that they were unsurpassed in
plumbing the depths of the human soul and comprehend-
ing historical circumstances.
In saying that Gorky, while following the best tradi-
tions of Russian literature, was also an innovator, we do
not wish to imply that he alone was responsible for the
new turn taken by Russian literature. The process was
gradual and complicated. On the eve of Gorky's writing
this novel of an entirely new type (we are speaking of the
small book the reader is holding in his hand) writers were
seeking for new expressive means. At the beginning of
the eighties, the last of the big social and psychological
novels which had brought fame to Russian literature was
written. Dostoyevsky died. Turgenev died, having written
his last novel six years before his end- Tolstoy finished
Anna Karcnina in 1877 and did not finish Resurrection
until twenty years later—in the last year of the 19th cen-
tury. Anton Chekhov, writer of plays and short stories,
never wrote a novel, although he longed to do so. He
explained his inability to write a novel by his inability to
find a suitable hero* In those very years Tolstoy found
Dmitry Nekhluclov a disappointing hero for his Resurrec-
tion and kept pushing him into the background* The revo-
lutionary theme intruded itself into this, Tolstoy's last
novel, which was also the last Russian novel of the 19th
century. Even though Tolstoy remained to the end of his
life an opponent of revolutionary methods of reforming

